
CITY OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
301 East Huron St., P.O. Box 8647, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107 

Phone 734.794.6161 ext. 41602 
http://www.a2gov.org 

 

 

Daniel J. Leopp 
Chief Executive Officer 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
 
Re: BCBSM Support of Disenfranchising Legislators 
 
Dear Mr. Loepp: 
 
Michigan’s democracy is at a crossroads and we cannot ignore the urgency of the moment. 
 
I was recently approached by the Defend Black Voters Coalition with concerns about BCBSM’s political 
spending to undermine democracy in Michigan.  I share their concern and invite you to engage this very 
serious issue.  
 
As you know, some Michigan legislators are working to make it harder for Black and working-class 
Michiganders to exercise their right to vote. You signed an April 2021 joint statement in reaction to these 
politicians that stated, in part:  
 

Government must avoid actions that reduce participation in elections — 
particularly among historically disenfranchised communities, persons with 
disabilities, older adults, racial minorities and low-income voters. 
 
Government has a responsibility to continuously improve and strengthen election 
administration, because public faith in the security and integrity of our elections 
is fundamental.  

 
This strong public statement put you squarely on the side of inclusion, equity, and democracy – a position, 
however, entirely at odds with the financial support BCBSM has quietly given to lawmakers currently 
working to disenfranchise voters. I understand that BCBSM must have relationships with a range of 
lawmakers, but the support of Big Lie, disenfranchising legislators ought to be a red line. I ask that BCBSM 
actions prioritize the defense of democracy above other policy goals.  
 
According to research provided by the Defend Black Voters Coalition, BCBSM (including its affiliated 
entities) is the largest corporate contributor to the legislators pushing Jim Crow-style voter suppression in 
Michigan, giving $329,000 since 2016.1 In the same period, BCBSM gave $355,000 to the party committees 

 
1 All contribution data derived from campaign finance disclosures compiled by OpenSecrets through 11-18-21 and 
analyzed by Community Change Action. 
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supporting these legislators. This sum does not include more opaque contributions such as leadership PACs 
or administrative funds.  
 
The support of Big Lie, disenfranchising legislators is at odds with Ann Arbor (and, frankly, American) 
values of democracy and harmful of employee and community health, in light of the empirical connection 
between a community’s access to the vote and a range of health outcomes.  
 
I have a difficult time understanding how you can lead an organization that provides services to government 
organizations like the City of Ann Arbor, sign a pledge that further supports the foundational democratic 
principles upon which government rests, and then permit BCBSM to contribute to legislators and candidates 
who act with intentionality to undermine and violate those principles. 
 
It is time for BCBSM to be true to your statement of April 2021.  Renounce Big Lie, disenfranchising 
legislators and candidates and support those who advance the right and ability of everyone to participate in 
self-government – the right and ability of everyone to exercise the right to vote.  
 
Thank you in advance for your time. I look forward to discussing these concerns further. Please include my 
executive assistant Kelly Reynolds (kreynolds@a2gov.org) if you wish to schedule a meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Christopher Taylor 
 

 




